April 11, 1875. Samuel Heinrrch Schwabe died.-The name of Schwabe, who lived.and died at Dessau, is imperishablv connected with the discoverv of the periodicity of sun-spots. .
April 11, 1884. Jean Baptiste Andre Dumas died.-Few scientific men in France have been held in higher esteem than Dumas. His success as a chemist was less marked than his success as a public man, and m 1882 the French Academy struck a gold medal to commemorate his great services to. science.
His statue stands at Alais, where he was born in 18oo. (1) Insect oases. Certain .species of Diptera occur for several consecutive years in extremely localised patches in a certain locality 'which was characterised by ·extreme uniformity in respect to its flora, etc. Several of the species are so far onlv known from that locality, and ·are of South European distribution . The suggestion was made that the species is putting up its last fight against extincti·on. (z) Venational abnormalities in Diptera. The great rarity of teratological conditions in the wings of flies other than the Nematocera was illustrated. An excepc .tion exists in the Ortalid, Ptilonota guttata. The instability of the species is onfirmed by the commonness uf great diversity in the acrostichal bristles, and bv its having·affurded the only known diptemus case of Batesonian teratology in an antenna.-Prof. S. J.
Hickllon: Some Alcyonaria in ·the Cambridge Museum. Two specimens collected by Darwin in the Beaiz-l-e in the Galapagos Islands in 1835· One is clearly a representative of a species that has not hitherto been described, and· the author proposes to name it·Cavernularia
The. character which distinguishes it from all other specie's that have been described is seen in .the spicules, .which .ar-e·-shol!'t .rods with two, three, ·or four knobs at each end. ·The other specimen preserved, by Darwin in the Galapagos Islands is a ·frag-
